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Wraps

Book Clubs
And
Comedy Nights

Dear Friends,

One of the great benefits about the human
experience and its greatest responsibility
is our ability to make choices. What | m
about to present to you will actually elimi-
nate the responsibility of a choice for Beth
Shir Sholom because instead of choosing
between two options, were going to do
both!

This year Beth Shir Sholom members and
friends have two wonderful and very differ-
ent opportunities to gather together to cele-
brate our community and support our future
endeavors. Thefirst will happen next month

our Annual Fundraiser on June6™ honor-
ing two of our most long-standing members
and leaders, Blanche Davidson and Sally
Stanley. Both Sally and Blanche are pas-
sionate supporters of the Beth Shir Sholom
contribution to Judaism and the community-
at-large. They are proud and active mem-
bers of our Board of Directors. Ther consis-
tent, vital and energetic involvement in both
our day-to-day and uncommon events and
programs was so appreciated by their fellow
Board Members that, several years ago, they
were both designated as Lifdong members
of the Board. Many of those who receive
such a designation in a group or organization
relax and reduce the intensity of their partici-
pation. Not so for Blanche and Sally. In
fact, if anything, their energies and contribu-
tions have increased! Speaking of contribu-
tions.our Annual Fundraiser  will honor
Sally and Blanche and all of us who come
to pay tribute to them will also have the
chance to contribute to Beth Shir Sholom, to
each other and to our communal efforts, by
having a great time (as we do annually at this
event). Our Silent Auction items are fun,
useful, interesting, intriguing and very often
one-of-a-kind offerings. Later in the eve-
ning, our Live Auction takes all this one step
further. The food is aways great and the
company is greater. Come and eat a little,
drink a little, kibbitz a lot and support Beth
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Shir Sholom while
having a fabulous
evening!

And, thats not
all't - We aso
have a once-in-a-
lifetime opportu-
nity! Fellow
member  Lynn
Harrd is the lead
offering of the Vi
2010-11 Concert IEBININE]
Series at the Eli
and Edy Broad Theater in
Monica. When we gathered on Yom Kippur
Eve this past fall, we had a taste of Lynns
world class cdllo virtuosity when we experi-
enced his passionate sharing of Kol
Nidre. On October 9", Lynn will present a
concert (his first Los Angeles solo perform-
ance in 15 yearsl) at the Broad theater (a
local, Santa Monica, 500 seat gem!) and the
concert will benefit Beth Shir
Sholom! Lynns wife, Helen Nightengale, a
superior musical talent in her own right, is
the driving force in organizing this event. In
addition to your concert tickets, for an addi-
tional donation, Helen will host an after
concert reception and visit with Lynn. AND,
if you purchase a VIP Package, your eve-
ning will include the concert, the reception
and an intimate dinner with Lynn and Helen
at threir home. We are incredibly grateful to
Helen and Lynn for this gift. Coupled with
our Annual Fundraiser, this creates for Beth
Shir Sholom members and friends two gath-
erings of celebration and support for our
community in 2010. Although the concert is
this coming fall, you will be asked to make
your reservations soon.

Please take advantage of both of these
opportunities to lend your personality, joy
and financial backing to Beth Shir
Sholom! Thank you!

Santa
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Linda Hoffman,
» President
- Volunteers

o

Those who can, do. Those who can
do more, volunteer. ~Author Un-
known

Those words resonate here at Beth
Shir Sholom.

As my term as President winds
down, | look back over the past two
years and | cant believe all that has
transpired. | started out with great
anticipation and specific goals. |
wanted to enhance and promote what
Beth Shir Sholom is all about, to help
our temple run smoother, raise needed
funding for our operations, programs
and concerns and most of all, | tried to
encourage more volunteerism within
and outside our community circle.

| am proud to say, | have experi-
enced this and more in every avenue
of serviceat BSS.

Our clergy and staff have been phe-
nomenal. Everyone has gone beyond
expectations by pitching in to work
together and toil harder so that our
synagogue could thrive and be more
vibrant. They have taken pay reduc-
tions and benefit cuts to help balance
the budget and are working harder and
longer hours. In fact, | beieve our
staff puts in as much volunteer efforts
as their regular work because of ther
dedication to BSS. | want them to
know how much they are appreciated
and respected for what they have done
and continue to do for us. Unfortu-
nately, we had to cut some staff ato-
gether, but for the most part, they real-
ized it was a hecessary action and un-
derstood the temples situation. We
hope they will remain a part of the
spirit and community of BSS for many
years.

I would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to express my thanks to our
temple Board members, as it has been
my pleasure to work with these sincere
and sdf-sacrificing people.  They
jumped in to help and spent many
hours of personal time away from

) What would we do without you?

work, family and friends in the tem-
ples time of need. The best part?
They did it because they enjoyed
working together, solving problems
and creating programs and ideas to
ensure that Beth Shir Sholom remains
the strong religious foundation that it
is. These extra efforts involved re-
searching, interviewing, writing, mak-
ing calls, going to extra meetings,
many conference calls, attending and
planning events, donating and support-
ing each other. Their commitment has
been humbling. | want our commu-
nity to know this and when you see
them walking around the temple wear-
ing their name badges, please take a
moment to express your appreciation
for donating a significant a part of
their livesto BSS.

| hope volunteerism becomes a rou-
tine in your life. Volunteering to help
the temple in some way, for some
event or for some person, has an ex-
panded reach benefiting much more
than you realize. Working with others
toward a common goal not only has a
positive impact for you and your fam-
ily, it also proves that belonging to a
synagogue built on reaching out to
others is powerful, honorable AND
invigorating.

Volunteers do not necessarily
have the time; they just have the
heart. ~Elizabeth Andrew

Please support us in upcoming
events and fundraisers. Specifically,
our annual fundraiser on Saturday,
June 5. Joinus or send in your contri-
butions toward the rollicking, western
hoe-down honoring our lifetime Board
members and active participants at
BSS, Blanche Davidson and Sally
Sanley, true Volunteers Extraordi-
naire!



M ar sha
Newstat

ECC Director

It has been eight
years since | in-
" terviewed for the
S ., ./ position of Early

,ﬁ/ '}/ Childhood Cen-

R " ter Director here
at Beth Shir Sholom. | immediately
loved the classrooms and the warmth |
felt from the staff and the congregation
as a whole. | went through four inter-
views before | realized nobody had
shown me the playground! So | asked
to see the yard and was warned that it
was about to undergo construction. |
stood in the yard and closed my eyes,
and said, Please tell me I m NOT
standing in the middle of this school s
playground! | felt as if | was in the
Haunted Shack at Knotts Berry Farm,
where everything is on a slant and de-
fies gravity.

Here we are in May 2010 and it feels
as if the Gan Shalom has always been
part of our landscape! In addition to
being a playground for the ECC, it is
used for additional programming for
Religious School, Adult Education, si-
lent auctions, baby namings, weddings,
book clubs, and on and on as far as our
creativity will go. It is a Gan Shalom
for al of us.

So now, | am happy to say, the front
of the Synagogue is about to go under
renovation! Why is this so important?
Because these are the doors that lead
you, your children and extended fami-
lies on the journey of Jewish education
and community. This is your Syna-
gogue. Get involved. Join a committee.
Cometo services. Invest your time and
the dividends you will receive back will
be priceless for you and your children. |
look forward to continuing to watch us
al grow!

B Shalom,

Marsha

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS

| am very excited to serve as the new
educational director of such a remark-
able spiritual community of gifted stu-
dents, dedicated teachers and engaged
parents.

It is my desire to continue the work
that has made our school a warm and
welcoming community of learners. |
am grateful that we have a dedicated
teaching staff that remains committed to
providing every student with an opportunity to reach their
highest potential in a nurturing environment by cultivating
joyous learning experiences.

| eagerly look forward to establishing and renewing rela-
tionships with you and your children. | encourage you to
take advantage of special programming that enhances your
child s educational experience including: Family Education
Days, Class Beach Retreatsin Venice, JCA Camp Shalom
weekends, Shabbat class dinners and celebrations - al ways
to become part of our synagogue family, and discover mean-
ing and inspiration through Jewish learning.

Please know my door is always open. Feel free to call upon
me as needed during this school year as we work together to
provide the best possible education for our children, the
builders of our future. And dont forget to send in your
child sreligious school registration for next year right away!

Cantor Ken

Cantor Ken Cohen

= 1 ANote from Roselee

Almost 30 years ago, Bob and | joined
Temple Beth Sholom. About 20 years ago,
when we joyously became Beth Shir
Sholom, | served as a Board Member and
began editing the Koleynu as a volunteer.
Just over two years ago | took the part time
job as Assistant to Rabbi Nell and Cantor
Ken. And NOW look what s happened! As
Temple Manager (and fellow congregant,
till!) 1 m here to help not only the clergy, but You, as well.
Please fed freeto call me, email me, or stop by my office any-
time (Tuesdays-Fridays) to talk about membership, school, pro-
gramming, volunteering, learning, eating, dancing, you name it.
I m here to answer your questions, hear your suggestions, and
assist you in your involvement in our synagogue. Oh yes, and to
remind you to send in your continuing membership and religious
school registration today! (If you havent already.)

Rosel ee Packham,
Temple Manager
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Invitations From the Rabbi

Rabbi Neil s Philosophies of Judaism

Last Three Sessions of BSS U for the Academic Year!

Wednesday May 5, 12 and 19 (following Yizkor)

at 7:30 PM.

The last three sessions of Rabbi Neil s Philosophy of Juda-
ism Class will cover these philosophers/philosophies:

May 5" Chasidic Philosophy Judaism as story

May 12" Abraham Joshua Heshchel  Spiritual Audacity

May 19" Eugene Borowitz | enjoy being a (Reform)

Jaw !Note: This day is Shavuot, the anniversary of the
giving of the Torah at Mt. Snai. Perfect thematics for our
last session! Yizkor for Shavuot will precede at 6 PM.

Books you may want to take alook at for these sessions are:

Martin Buber s Hasidic Anthology (two volumes)

Heschel s Moral Grandeur and Spiritual Audacity

Borowitz s Liberal Judaism

Thursday May 6"

The Women s Chavurah invites EVERYONE to a very
special presentation:

SHOW AND TELL WITH THE
BARGAIN JUNKIE: How to Live the
Good Life on the Cheap with Annie Korzen | F
(SEINFELD’s Doris Klompus). ¢

Annie will be presenting her new book g
and lots of tips on bargain hunting. Y ou can Ba|r-gam ""“k:‘i
find lots of info on Annies blog,
www.TheBargainJunkie.com. But the most
fun is seeing her in person, thanks to the
Women s Chavurah. Pleasereserve a seat by emailing:

rosel ee@bethshirsholom.org.

LIVING the »
GOODLIFE R%5
onthe CHEAP 9+

L2
¥ (g S

First Friday s A Multi-layered Shabbat Celebration!

Thefirst Friday of the month at Beth Shir Sholom is unique.
Two different celebrations take place enabling members and
friends of all ages to have a Shabbat experience just right for
them!

6 PM Family Shabbat with words written by Rabbi
Neil specifically for families with young children, this cele-
bration is filled with joy, fun, dancing, lots of singing, stories
and subtly presented insights.

7:30 PM  Shir Shabbat isthe newest of our Beth Shir
Sholom Shabbat offerings. It is entirely in song even spe-
cia thoughts for the evening! Come and sing with us all
evening long!

Friday, May 7" Kindergarten and First Grade Shabbat
Dinner 5PM

Kids in our Kindergarten and First Grades and their families
areinvited to Bring Their Own Shabbat picnic dinner before
the kids participate in Family Shabbat at 6 PM. Well provide
Challah and drinks. Dessert will follow Family Shabbat. We
cant wait to have our Kindergartners and First Graders help
us make Shabbat!

Torah Study for May Almost All Month

Torah Study for May will occur as usual, Saturdays at
8:15 AM:

First and Third Saturdays with Cantor Ken

Second and Fourth Saturdays with Rabbi Neil

Well take a break on this month s fifth Saturday, May 29",
Memorial Day Weekend

Religious School in Its Last Month for the Academic
Y ear

May is the last month for Religious School until we begin
again in the fall. It s been a great year. Together we over-
came unexpected administrative transitions that occurred in
the early weeks. Our teachers demonstrated great skill in
helping our kids with the changes and committed themselves
to new goals in our curriculum. We ve come a long way and
we look forward to even more progress and innovation in the
fall (including a tzedakah project for the year for each grade
and the possibility of a Parents Torah Study from 9:15
10:30 during the early session. Let Rabbi Neil know if you
areinterested!). Heresthe schedulefor therest of the month:

Sunday, May 2 Regular sessions with a special theme:
LoxbaOmer Supporting Pennies for Peace

Lox baOmer is the Beth Shir Sholom way of celebrating
Log ba Omer, the one day of release during a traditionally
semi-somber period between Passover and Shavuot.

Pennies for Peace is a program supporting the Central Asia
Institute, founded by mountain climber Greg Mortenson (who
wrote the book Three Cups of Tea) to build schools in Paki-
stan and Afganistan.

Well have special games and relay races on that (all with
Jewish themes and a learning component) but

All kids will haveto drop a coinin aTzedaka box in order to
participate in each game AND will have to put more coins in
DURING the games, too!

SEND YOU CHILD WITH A BAG FULL OF PENNIES
AND HIGHER DENOMINATION COINS ON MAY 2P

Well also be sdling bagels with lox spread on that day (all
proceeds go to Pennies for Peace). Come hungry! Have
brunch at Beth Shir Sholom.

Sunday, May 9 NO sessions HAPPY MOTHER S
DAY!

Sunday, May 16 Regular sessions

Sunday, May 23 Final sessions. Please join us for
TEACHER APPRECIATION AT 10:30 AM FOR THE
EARLY SESSION AND 11 AM FOR THE LATE SES-
SION

Tuesday (4™ and 5" Grade & Teen Tuesday) and Wednes-
day (6™ and 7" Grade) will conclude on the 18" and 19" re-
spectively. Note: the 18" is Erev Shavuot and the 19" is Sha-
vuot. Shavuot is the anniversary of the giving of the Torah at
Mt. Sinai. We will wed Shavuot with our last day parties and
celebrations and parents are VERY invited to join us for our
Shavuot program at 5:30 both days.




Rabbi Neil's Family B'ney Mitzvah Workshop

Final Two Sessions — For Families with B'ney Mitz-
vah Dates from August through December of 2010.

(Note: The first session was April 28

Thursday, May 20—Do it Ourselves Bookclub

As always, a wonderfydotluck at 6:30, followed by
greatdiscussion at 7:00 This month the book is Never
Let Me Gg Kazuo Ishiguro, the author of Remains ol
the Day. Discussion will be led this month by Rena
Sonshine,.

May 21° at 7:30 PM — A Shabbos Tish

Celebrating “Torah as a Verb”. (Note that we're
one week early because of Memorial Day Weekend).

Yes “Torah is a Verb”. Torah is the process of Jew
engaging and wrestling with and wrangling over ou
textual heritage. Come to argue over thorny contemp
rary issues with commentary from the Torah and rak
binic literature! Come to struggle for clarity! Come to
sing!

May 23:

Janice Cole Completes her Journey to Judaism

Join us in celebrating these s
B'Ney Mitzvah in May

Gabriel and Jordan Levine

May 1—9:30am
Noah Fleishman Ben Litvack
May 8—9:30 am May 15—4:00 pm

Ethan Courey
May 22—9:30 am

Friday, May 28" at 7:30 PM
Many people work with Rabbi Neil to explore a jouf-

ney to becoming Jewish. Janice Cole (whom you npay June 9, 7-9pm - Beth Shir Sholom

her work helping with our Annual Fundraiser), has b e’qﬁverythmg you need to know about helping your kids get

know from Torah Study, other classes at BSS and f
on such a journey. Her rituals of conversion and joinin

Celebration on May 28 Please come and support her}

. . : Yuhere they will thrive.
the Jewish people will conclude during our Shabbabrew Brody, president of The Scholar Group and new neerob

Attention Parents of High Schoolers!
Mark your calendars

hrough the arduous admissions process and into colleges

Beth Shir Sholom, has been working with students foedif years
to improve their higher level thinking skills and deeic perform-
ance. His experience includes tutoring hundreds of studenstah-
dardized tests such as the SAT, the SAT Subject TestaGfi, and
the GRE. Come to thiSREE seminarand learn from Drew!




