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It’s amazing being here in LA – and each day I just pinch myself to make sure it’s real. It just doesn’t add up for a true blue New Yorker like me. It’s nearly December, close to peak holiday shopping season in the city, and my thermostat hasn't dropped below 50. With each passing day, I'm feeling fortunate not having to fight the world just to walk out the front door in the morning. My former mantra of ‘Grey, cold and windy’ has become ‘Blue, warm, and breezy’ year round.

And it's early in the morning each day, as the world is reborn, that I open my kitchen window and breath in the hues of the blue sky above. I’m reminded of the gift that I’ve been given. I relive the blessing of the choice to move out here, and the gift to have made that choice. The blue sky is like an old friend, that reminds me to be true to thine own self, to move into the life that speaks most to me, and to be grateful to be able to follow that

path.

As the song goes, ‘it’s Chanukah in Santa Monica’. As our festival of lights fast approaches, we’re reminded of the miracles that happened at this time of year, in our nation’s history. Though greatly outnumbered, our tiny nation elected to fight for religious freedom, as it miraculously defeated a vastly superior Greek army. Under the military leadership of Judah Macabee, we fought to regain our freedom to practice our faith, its sacred beliefs and values, which ensured our spiritual survival. The miracle of the ’few over the many’ is relived on each night of the festival, as we kindle the light of freedom with our family and friends.

That same miracle of Chanukah is here with us today. As American Jews we enjoy the incredible blessing of religious freedom in our land. We can express our uniqueness as Jews and live

according the dictates of our conscious. This has been our continued blessing for the past 250 years; and no other generation of Jew has ever experienced this type of freedom before in our ancient history.

To stand proudly as Jews and reaffirm our faith, that is the message of Chanukah. Chanukah literally means ‘rededication’ and the holiday invites us to rediscover the reason "why we

choose to be Jews". It asks us to find ways to become more spiritual individuals, revitalizing our mission to make a difference in the world around us.

Questions such as, 'where are the sources of inspiration within my own faith? How can Judaism lead me to a more fulfilling spiritual life? Chanukah is also a time to stand up for those who cannot stand up for themselves. Now is the time to rededicate ourselves to cultivating freedom for others, as well as our selves; the freedom from hunger and homelessness, freedom from suffering

and disease, freedom from narrow mindedness and intolerance, and on it goes. In the spirit of the

festival of lights, I'd like to share with you "Chanukah", a holiday CD that I created in this spirit. It contains a blend of both traditional and modern holiday songs that will lighten up any festival gathering. Feel free to drop by during our celebratory weekend at the synagogue, December

6-8, to receive a copy. May the ight of Chanukah brighten your lives and the lives around you.
