Living Up To Our Name

Cantor Ken Cohen, February 2008

This year we celebrate our 18th anniversary at Beth Shir Sholom. Literally translated our name means "Home of the Song of Peace." We are indeed that. And we will show that in a concert called “Our Voices” Shireinu.   “Our Voices” will be special. And, we’d like to invite each and every one of you to participate.

What will the concert look like? “Our Voices” will be an incredible opportunity for our members to gather for a program celebrating the wide range of creative gifts in our spiritual family. The presentation will include over a dozen individuals and/or ensembles, drawing from
both young and old.

What exactly will you be participating in? Through the performing arts, such as music, dance,
art, film, or poetry, we’re looking to have your unique, passionate voice heard. I’m offering my personal time to work closely with you, to nurture the creative process, and be a sounding board to your ideas. We’ll be drawing on themes of peace as inspiration in our work together.

What are some examples of how you can participate in this program? Those musically
minded will be encouraged to write and perform original settings of songs (e.g. Ose Shalom or

Shalom Rav). For dancers or choreographers, you might consider setting of one of these songs to movement in a unique way. Still others, might enjoy penning a poem, or filming a short, on how

you think about building a better world, a world of peace. And so it goes…

What if I wanted to contribute a song but didn't want to sing or dance? We'd be glad (and motivated) to find those in our community able to perform these works, so they can be experienced by all.

What if I wanted to be part of the program, on the administrative side? We’ll need support
from those interested scheduling, letter writing, follow up on administrative details, publicizing the event, stage hands on the actual day of performance, etc…

What is our goal? It is our hope that this program will bring out the creative energies of this gifted community. We’re interested in building an environment at BSS where the creative spirit is honored and celebrated, and each individual acknowledged and valued. That is our mission, “to include everything that wants to be”, as we celebrate our 18-year anniversary asa spiritual family. This is a wonderful opportunity for all of us to reflect upon our collective mission, see who we really are, and dream of what we might become.
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