Last month I spoke of our collective need for

discovering models of spiritual inspiration. 
To continue the impetus, I've created a 'top ten list

of Jewish websites' that will guide your exploration

of the Jewish Web for spiritual sources and

in the process, engage and inspire you.

(1) I’m a Jewish teen and am looking for the hottest,

Jewish sounds of today - where do I go?

JVibe http://www.jvibe.com/Pop_culture/3rd_Annual_JMA_Winners.php

Some people cruise this site for the latest bands and

hits. But there’s more to meet the eye. At JVibe you’ll

find tips on getting into your favorite college, interviews

with Jewish singer-songwriters, discussion boards on Jewish

values, political action that can make a difference, personal

connections to Israel, and more.

(2) Where do Jewish literati go for food for thought?

Jbooks http://www.jbooks.com/

A web magazine for Jewish book reviews, excerpts, and

more. You must check out the “First Chapter section”

where one can read the first chapter of a host of new titles,

just to whet your appetite. Before you do, however, go to

the “interviews and profiles” section where personal stories

of these same Jewish authors add color and interest to your

reading of the tome.

(3) We’ve paid our Union dues, now what’s in it for us?

URJ http://urj.org/small/resources/#cpr14913

Did you know BSS joined URJ? What’s URJ you

ask? The Union of Reform Judaism, the umbrella organization

of Reform congregations worldwide offering support

to congregations on all spiritual, ethical, social justice and

management issues. Come explore the extensive resources

available to Reform Jewry today.

(4) Where can I go to be inspired, to study Hebrew

texts which feed my soul?

10 Minutes of Torah 

http://urj.org/torah/ten/eilu/index.cfm

A dedicated portion of this site, entitled Eilu V’Eilu,

offers a unique format of an intellectual dialogue between

two scholars and provides for your active participation (It’s

a very Jewish thing to argue, no?). Written sources include

everyone from pulpit rabbis to Jewish scholars of legal

thinking at seminaries. If you’d rather listen to these

uplilfting commentaries instead of simply reading

them, just click on the file and off you go, right to the

weekly parsha.

(5) I’d like to hear that sweet Yiddish folk song, Oifn

Pripchcik, my grandfather Abe used to sing to me as a

child. Where can I find a recording?

Transcontinental Publishers 

h t t p : / /www.etranscon.com/

This is the world's largest publisher of Jewish music,

including songbooks, choral & sheet music and recordings.

Basic genres of Jewish music includes Klezmer,

Yiddish, Hebrew, Israeli, Cantorial, Synagogue, Lifecycle,

with new forays into band music, A Capella and Jewish

rock. Go ahead, spring for a good Jewish fake book for

your child’s piano/sax music lessons!

(6) My son is attending college far away from home,

and I’d like to keep him in touch with his Jewish roots –

Where do I go?

KOACH http://www.koach.org/

It may seem I’m abandoning ship (it’s a Conservative

Jewish website), nevertheless, this site has value. College

is a time of exploration when many young adults begin to

discover who they are and what they believe. KOACH provides

college-age students the opportunity to nurture connections

with their faith, develop a love of Torah (study

texts online with college students around the world), and

visit the Jewish homeland (Birthright Trip to Israel),

through a host of activities and programs.
(7) As one of my child’s Bar Mitzvah projects, our family

is trying to discover its Jewish roots (Latvia, 19thc.) Can you help?

Jewish Geneology http://www.jewishgen.org/

The Jewish genealogical movement has burgeoned in

recent years. On this site you can trace your genealogy

and personal history, replete with new record sources, tips

on research, building a family tree, and links to other J-G

Societies and more. (After visiting the site, I think you’ll

find that we’re all related!)

(8) What’s out there in the world of Jewish software?

Jewish Software http://www.jewishsoftware.com/

Whether you’re looking for the right Bar Mitzvah gift

for your nephew in Dubuque, or penning that epistle to

your cousins in the Holy Land, this site has it all. Learn

how to chant a Torah Portion (Tropetutor -beware of the

computer generated voice….it’s unearthly), have fun with

interactive games on Jewish tradition(Bible Quiz), and even

knock yourself out with Hebrew word processers & language

learning skills (DageshPro + Hebrew So Simple).

And such a deal, too.

(9) I’d like to purchase Judaica for my home – 
Where do I go?

AJP: http://www.ajp.com/searchresults.php?artistId=1630

Artistic Judaic Promotions contains the incredible

handiwork of over 50 Jewish artists living in Israel. At this

site, you’ll experience the visual clarity of searching for

the right piece according to taste and occasion (BM, baby,

wedding, etc.). AJP is a good place to find wonderful Judaica

for your home, for friends and family, and support

our homeland in the process.

(10) Are you about to celebrate your first Bar/Bat Mitzvah

ceremony? Are your In-laws coming into town for

Passover holidays, and you’re hosting the first Seder?

Jewish Parent Page http://urj.org/educate/parent/

This site has ‘everything you want to know about Jewish

holidays and lifecycle events, but were afraid to ask’. It

contains detailed “How-to” guides and creative ways to

ritually celebrate the Jewish festivals.
