“To be part of this community…”
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Before I even started at Beth Shir Sholom, I had several ideas percolating in my mind for my first Koleynu column—the idea of change, the nature of creativity and relationship building. Then life kicked in. 

I arrived and within a few weeks were three funerals. Too much grief, sadness and heartache circulating in the congregation. Particularly difficult was the loss of young Joseph Ellis, Zichron Livracha, may his memory serve as a blessing. Joey was a friend to everyone, someone you could always turn to. Days after the funeral, caring individuals came up to me and asked, “ I guess you’ve really been thrown into the fire, seeing our community at one of our most challenging moments. What a way to begin, right?”

It may not have been the way I’d imagined getting to know the community, but seeing our congregation envelope the Ellis family with such love and compassion was a precious sight to behold. I felt blessed to be part of that moment in spite of its horrific tragedy. To feel the

greatness of this community’s humanity reaffirmed my decision to come to here.

This reminds me of the question that has been asked of me since I’ve arrived, “Did you actually pick up and move your entire life, your friends and family, to come to us? Why us?”

In short, I’ve come here to be part of this community, because it values people for who they are and not what they do; because BSS is a loving community that is deeply committed to each other. I’ve come here to further my life’s work of building a spiritual family based on trust and

safety, so we can make a difference in each others lives, nand the world around us. Yes, the weather and the Southern California lifestyle are appealing , but in all honesty I was drawn here because of your love. And I’ve found more here than I could ever have imagined; but not in the way I thought I would.

Being part of a community that is there for one another other, even during life’s difficult times, feels like the right thing to do. I pray that our loving congregation will continue to blossom into to the nurturing, caring, compassionate family that it is. May you and your family, and our entire BSS family, be blessed with a year of health and happiness – Shana Tova!

