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Dear Friends,

By the time you read this anew Jewish year
will be upon us. The year has passed has been
no less significant or tumultuous than any other
- and | say that in the SMALLEST sense possi-
ble. Usually, when any of us look back at a
year as a new year is approaching, we tend to
focus on the world stage and on large disas-
ters or highly public tragedies or trials or celeb-
rities who rise and fall. Instead, says our tradi-
tion, this is the time of year to have an honest
sit-down with each of our smaller, more lim-
ited worlds.

A story is told about Rabbi Zusya when he
was on his deathbed that illustrates this. Rabbi
Zusya of Hanipol lay dying. His students sur-
rounded him and they noticee that as he lies on
his death bed, he is weeping uncontrollably.

Rabbi, Rabbi, they say, Why do you weep?
He said | weep because | will soon need to
answer before my Creator. But, said the stu-
dents, surdy YOU have nothing to fear!?
And Zusya replied, If God asks me, Why
were you not as wise as Moses? | would be
able to say, Because | was not Moses. And if
God says, Why were you not as brave as
Joshua? | could say, Because | was not
Joshua. But what if God says to me, Zusya
why were you not simply Zusya? | am afraid |
won t have an answer.

Very directly and honestly, we must ask our-
selves, how did we use the gift of our lifein the
year that is now ending? Did we fall short of
our own potential? Did we steal opportunities
for growth and positive interaction from our-
selves? Did we use our talents to encourage
and enable others to be their very best selves?

Each of us has a purpose and we never know
exactly what that purposeis. Another Chasidic
tale tells of a student who was carrying on long
distance learning with arabbi. They had never
seen one another. The student hoped to meet
his rabbi but he dared not be so forward as to
suggest this on his own. Finally, the rabbi in-
vites the student to his home, not merely for a
visit, but for Shabbos! What a gift! The stu-
dent knows it will take him the better part of
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the day to reach the
rabbi so he rises
early on that Friday
morning to reach
his rabbi before
sundown. Along
the way a series of
trials and tribula-
tions slowed the
student down until,
as the sun was set-
ting, he was in sight
of the rabbi s home. He started racing for the
rabbi s house when he was stunned to see two
other Jews racing at him from the side of the
road. They said, Please, we are about to wel-
come Shabbat and we need one more Jew for a
minyan (the traditional quorum of ten for pub-
lic worship). Please come and spend Shabbat
with us!  The student looked at the men and
then at the rabbi s house in the distance and
said, | would under any other circumstances,
but | ve been invited to spend Shabbat with my
rabbi. So he refused the two men and went to
the rabbi s home, where, to the student s cha-
grin, the rabbi did not even so much as make
eye contact with him or acknowledge the stu-
dent s presence during the entire Shabbat. As
the sun was setting the next evening and the
disappointed student was about to leave when
he decided to confront the rabbi asto why, after
he had traveled all that way and had been
through such difficulties to get there, the rabbi
never interacted with him. The rabbi asked,
Do you remember those two men who came
to you asking you fulfill their minyan? Each of
us has one, unique task to accomplish in our
lives and that was yours.

Since we never know our particular mission,
we must accomplish every one that comes
our way (like the rabbi wanted for his student)
and to the best of our ahility (like Zusya
wanted for himself).

May you have a year of great accomplish-
ment and contribution.
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. Alicia Garey

Even though summer
is behind us, we hope
you share with us the wonderful
memories of the beautiful Shabbat
services which were held in the Gan
during the summer months. There
were the always wonderful Family and
Ice Cream Shabbats, the Drumming
Shabbat, and Alicias poodle s favor-
ite, the Bark Mitzvah Shabbat, just to
highlight a few. Every Shabbat ser-
vice is held with a spirit of vitality and
sincerity at Beth Shir Sholom. Each
one is really such a special experi-
ence.

The High Holy Days are quickly
upon us in the calendar this year. Bar-
num Hall will once again be filled
with congregants to mark this most
important time. We encourage you to
tell your friends and neighbors about
this most meaningful experience with
Beth Shir Sholom. We are grateful to
the High Holy Days Committee for the
time and effort they have taken to co-
ordinate the multitude of details to
bring it al together. If you have inter-
est in lending a hand for next year,
please dont be shy and contact Rose-
lee. It isnever too early to plan ahead!

The school year has begun and Beth
Shir Sholom is humming with children
from the ECC, Rdigious School and
Youth Group. It will be an exciting
year as we have hired a new Youth
Group Director and have begun to im-
plement a restructured curriculum for
the Religious School.

Construction to the entry of the
building is seeing some delays, but all
aspects of moving forward are in very
good hands and we will all be very
proud of the results. We look forward
to celebrating with you!

There are some fantastic opportuni-
ties to be involved in the spirit of mu-
sic and song with Beth Shir
Sholom. The minute you finish read-
ing this, you should order your tickets
for Lynn Harrdl and pianist Victor
Asuncion s performance on October 9,
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2010, at the Broad
Stage in Santa Monica j§
if you havent done so
aready! This is a benefit concert not
to be missed and tickets are going
fast! Please contact Rosdee for tick-
ets and information.

Volunteerism is what keeps our tem-
ple running smoothly. Please contact
the office to sign up for the many op-
portunities to meet and greet your fe-
low congregants and to help out
throughout the year. We need your
support!

Important Dates

First Sunday of
Religious School
September 12

ECC Back to School
September 13

First Tuesday of

Religious School

4th-5th-6th grades
September 14

First meeting of
Club 78 and BeShty
September 15




Cantor Ken Cohen

Shalom Friends,

| am very excited to serve as the new educa-
tional director of such a remarkable spiritual
community of gifted students, dedicated teach-
ers and engaged parents.

Founded on Rabbi Neil s extraordinary vision
of our Jewish tradition, weve initiated a
unique curriculum that insures that a student
who is with us from Kindergarten will have not only possess
basic knowledge and synagogue skills, but also the ahility to
wrestle with our tradition through questions, debate and
creativity. Students will successfully prepare for their Bar or
Bat Mitzvah and combine Hebrew studies with other Jewish
subjects, including Bible, History, Life Cycle, Modern Israd
and the American Jewish experience. Holidays are reviewed
annually, and Jewish morals and values are incorporated into
each grade' s experience. Our newly revised Prayer curricu-
lum is designed to produce greater ease and fluency in navi-
gating the prayer book, and help students gain familiarity
with our sacred melodies and liturgy. Art, dance, music,
theatre, poetry, and cooking programs enhance creativity
expression. Family Ed Days, special Shabbat dinners and
celebrations, JCA Camp Shalom weekends, and beach re-
treats are some of the year’s highlights, which promote closs,
class-wide bonds among students and families. Special edu-
cation classes are available in Hebrew upon consultation.

This coming year s success will be due, in large part, to the
efforts of our staff from our lead teachers, Josh Novegrod
and Lisa Weinbaum, to our grade-level teacher, Jan Kravets,
and our teen teaching assistants, our wonderful staff works
to ensure that our kids are not merely taught, but nurtured
and inspired. We hope to create a school where each individ-
ual student is celebrated, while we take pride in our classes
as awhole. In addition, we are blessed to have the guidance
and support of ECC Director, Marsha Newstat and School
Administrator, Cynthia Barzilai, throughout the academic
year.

We are grateful for the leadership of Natalie Rothenberg in
creating an active Parent Board within the religious school.
Parent involvement is a key component of student success.
We appreciate parent support with homework and school
projects. We encourage you to get involved by volunteering
in your son or daughter s classroom and/or in other ways at
the synagogue. VVolunteers play an important role in enrich-
ing the programs we are able to provide and nothing is as
meaningful and motivates children more than to see their
parents involvement in our community. Our newly formed
Parent Board has begun articulating our overall mission as a
school, and actively pursuing ways to achieve our goals.

| eagerly look forward to establishing and renewing rela-
tionships with you and your children. Please know my door
is always open. Fed free to call upon me as needed during
this school year as we work together to provide the most
inspiring educational experience for our children, the build-
ers of our future.

Shanah Tovah Wishing you and your families a sweet
and joyous New Y ear!

Marsha Newstat = 4
Director, ECC |

In an interview in Harvard Business Re-
view (April 2010) Jane Goodall wrote about her insights on
how to change peopl€ s minds: "It is important to tell gories.
Sometimes you're told you'll never change so-and-so’s mind.
But if you can be one-on-one with that person and tell a cou-
ple of stories.... You usually can't change peopl€' s mindsby
intellect. You' ve got to find something that reaches into their
hearts. But also, people say you can't change somebody
who's older than such and such an age, because they are set
in their ways. It's not true. If you can find a story, if you can
make them think and not be defensive, sometimes the tough-
est person can change.”

And that s what we do here at Beth Shir Sholom. Wetry to
find something that reaches into your heart and keeps you
coming back for more! Stories! Do we have stories. Nobody
is better than Rabbi Neil at telling stories to children and
adults alike. He takes us to places we didnt know existed!
September is atime for new beginnings. It is the start of our
Jewish Calendar Year.

To this day, | still get excited about September. | love new
beginnings, the excitement of the first day of school and the
sweetness of the Jewish New Y ear. The traditions my family
had surrounding this time of year brings back warm memo-
ries. It also reminds me that we must continue these tradi-
tions and create new ones. Now is thetime for you to be cre-
ating your family s traditions. What better time to begin
coming to Family Shabbat Services? On Friday, September
3rd we will be having a Family Shabbat Service at 6:00 PM.
This service is geared to the young child and their family. It
is held the 1st Friday of each month. | strongly recommend
you make this part of your family time each month. | prom-
iseyou will get that Shabbat Fedling deep in your heart.

Be sure to make reservations early for childcare during the
High Holiday services. It is available for children ages 2-6
by pre-paid, preregistration only. Space is limited. This
year, as always, the Early Childhood Center s teachers are
supervising the High Holiday childcare program.

Beth Shir Sholom s Children s Services are unique. Rabbi
Neil goes to great lengths to make these services very spe-
cia. All the children have an opportunity to blow a shofar!
Join our community for Rosh Hashanah Children s Service
on Thursday, September 9th at 1:30 PM. Tashlich at the
beach follows at 3:00 PM. where we had a drum circle last
year. Yom Kippur s Children Service isSaturday, September
18th at 2:00 PM.

Y ou have taken the time to select our wonderful preschool
for your child. For the New Year 5771, make it your resolu-
tion to become more involved with the synagogue and its
wonderful programs for your young family. Memories, tra-
ditions, stories and lifelong friendships start now.
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Invitations From the Rabbi

Friday, September 3
Family Service 6:00 pm

A Shabbat for Circles

of Apology/Circles

of Selichot 7:30pm

It is the Labor Day weekend
and we thought we d make this
is special Shabbat by combining it with Selichot. Sdichot is
traditionally held on the Saturday evening before Rosh haSha-
nah and introduces the musical and emotional themes of the
High Holy Days. Our Sdichot is a tapestry of color and tex-
ture that brings forth this special season with joy and singing!
| truly doubt there is anything like it anywhere! | I tell you
about it (without giving away too much!!!).

Well begin in our beautiful garden area, our Gan Shalom,
where well change the mantels on our Torah scrolls from
their multi-color year-long scheme to white for the High Holy
Days.

Then, singing and dancing, well follow the Torah scrolls
upstairs where we will place them in the ark and we will form
ourselves into concentric circles, Circles of Selichot! And
then

A new booklet of readings and poetry reflecting the unique
Beth Shir Sholom commitment to expressing the passions of
our inherited prayers with the embrace of a refreshed and re-
newed spirituality.

Inspiring musical contributions from some of our Temple
musicians.

A special notefor Tish lovers: Thisisfor you!!!!

Happy
Monday, September 4
Labor Day

TheHigh Holy Days are Just Around

the Corner! (at Barnum Hall!) = /

Once again, we celebrate the new year at our “
Santa Monica home away from home, Barnum
Hall on the Santa Monica High School Campus.

Wednesday, September 8th (Erev Rosh haShanah), 7:30 pm
and Thursday, September 9th (Rosh haShanah day) 10:00 am
at Santa Monica High School.

Friday, September 17th (Kol Nidre) 7:30 pm. and Saturday,
September 18th (Yom Kippur day) 10:00 am at Santa Monica
High School

Friday, September 10 7:30 pm

A Shabbat Celebration The Shabbat in Between
Shabbat Shuvah The Shabbat of Return

To understand returning we need to determine whereit is we
LEFT! Come explore the possibilities with music and special
texts for reflection and study.

New Year

Saturday, September 11 4:00 pm

Rabbi Neil and Toby host a Tea for New and

Prospective membersat their home.

Rabbi Neil and Toby welcome new and prospective mem-
bers to their home for tea and discussion about Beth Shir
Sholom and its personality and purpose.

Sunday, September 12 9:00 am
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL KICKOFF!

Tuesdsay, September 14 4:00 pm
Religious School on Tuesdays starts for 4th, 5th and 6th
graders.

Wednesday, September 15 5:30 pm
Opening day of Club 78 and BeShTY'!

Thursday, September 16

Book Chavurah

6:30 Potluck

7:00 Discussion

This month s book is Amos Oz's A Tale of Love and Dark-
ness' (2004). Brenda Faucheux will moderate.

Synopsis. In this elaborate, non-linear autobiography, Oz
and his family are seen asarchetypal immigrants to Jerusalem,
people who arrived when the land wasstill under British rule
and who helped create a new homeland, arguingferociously
about the direction the country should take and the leaders
whoshould lead it. The history of Jerusalem combines with
the author’s owngeneal ogical records and his memories about
his early family life to createa broad picture of the society in
which he grew up and in which his writing talent took root.
Detailed, highly descriptive, and filled with introspection
about his unusual life, the book shows the tensions within the

society and within his family. After his mother’s suicide
when he was tweve, he broke with his father, joined a kib-
butz, and changed his name at fifteen. His observations about
himself in relation to his peers and in relation to the outside
world, even at that young age, show his inner turmoil and de-
termination to discover a personal identity.

Wednesday, September 22 4:30pm

Join Club 78 and BeShty aswe

build our Sukkah.

Yes, Clubbers and BeShtys, if you can come an hour edlier
that would be great. If not, seeyou at 5:30!




Friday, September 24 It s Sukkot!

The ECC kicks off Sukkot by sponsoring our annual Suk-
kot Petting Zoo and Picnic At 5:00 pm in the Gan.

Families stay for a Family Shabbat in the Sukkah at 6:30
pm

At 7:30isavery special Sukkot Shabbat for everyone.

Sunday, September 26 2:00 pm

New Member Teain the Sukkah

Continuing our celebration of Sukkot, all are

invited to welcome our newest members to
the Beth Shir Sholom community.

Wednesday, September 28 6:00 pm

Rabbi s B ney Mitzvah Workshop

For those seventh graders and their parents

whose B ney Mitzvah dates are from January to June
2011 .and you know who you are! It safun and informa-
tiverun-up to the big event! Thisisthefirst of three con-
secutive Wednesday evening meetings. Mark your calen-
dars. The excitement is building!

Every Thursday (except Rosh haShanah) we get together to
Knit n K vetch. 10:30 am

And every Saturday morning 8:15 am (except Y om Kip-
pur)

Torah Study with Cantor Ken (1st and 3rd Saturdays) and
Rabbi Neil (2nd an 4" Saturdays)

Friday, October 1* Simchat Torah times two!

6:00 pm A special celebration of the Torah specifically for
families with young children.

7:30 pm Werole out the entire Torah, all of us holding it
inacircle, filling our social hall. B ney Mitzvah from the
past year read from their portions. Jewish drama like you ve
never experienced it!

Tuesday, October 5at 7 pm

Hebrew Crash Course

Thefirst course offered in thisyear s BBS yoU catalogue
and it s FREE!

David Katz will make you into a scholar in 6 weeks. Oy!
Make your mama proud!

Aramaic (Square) Script
or Biblical Hebrew
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Hold these Dates

Friday, October 8 Religious School Back-to-School
Night Shabbat Dinner (all grades) followed by Ice
Cream Shabbat (for all who likes ice cream!)
Saturday, October 9 Lynn Harrell Concert at the
Broad Theater benefiting Beth Shir Sholom

Friday, October 15 ECC Back-to-School Shabbat
Sunday, October 17 AIDS Walk Los Angeles
(BeSH?TY event, al are welcome to participate)
Friday, October 22 A Shabbos Tish

Friday, October 29- Ghosts, Golems and Gargoyles
Gevalt! A Spooky Shabbat

We d like to introduce you to
Shiva Sisters

Shiva Sistersisafull service company that lightens the
burden for those who have lost aloved one. They create
meaningful receptions, shivas and memorialsin which the
presence of family and friends becomes the important part
of healing. At a moment s notice, Shiva Sisters will
quickly facilitate a reception, shivaor memorial tailored
to meet the needs of each family. Their vendor relation-
shipsinsure a proper and worry free event.

They know, for each family grief is private, personal and
complex. They respect everyone s values, beliefs and
choices without judgment.

Keep their information handy for the times you may
need and appreciate their services. Some of which
include:

Pre-planning funeral arrangements
Rentals

Caterers

Bereavement counseling

Minyan service leaders

Meals for minyan

Writing and placement of obituary
Preparation of funeral pamphlet

And alonglong list of ala carte services

The Shiva Sisters are Danna Black and Allison Moldo.

www.shivasister s.com
310-447-4123






